
OPERA AND RECITALS / ÓPERA EN EL ALBÉNIZ

L'ITALIANA IN ALGERI
Opera en two acts by Gioachino Rossini with a libretto by Angelo Anelli based on an
earlier text set to music by Luigi Mosca
Sung in Italian, with subtitles in Spanish
Recorded at the Haus für Mozart, 2018

Production Salzburger Festspiele

Cecilia Bartoli  Isabella
Ildar Abdrazakov  Mustafà                
Edgardo Rocha  Lindoro
Alessandro Corbelli  Taddeo
José Coca Loza  Haly       
Rebeca Olvera  Elvira     
Rosa Bove  Zulma    

Ensemble Matheus and Philharmonia Chor Wien

Conductor Jean-Christophe Spinosi                                                                  
Stage director Moshe Leiser & Patrice Caurier

2.40 h (w/intermission)

Bartoli’s superb performance in Gioachino Rossini’s L'Italiana in Algeri at the
Salszburg Festival, directed by the BAFTA-winning duo stage directors Moshe Leiser
and Patrice Caurier, is one of the highlights of the Rossini celebrations on the
occasion of the 150th anniversary of the composer's death. 
"The role of Isabella - a clever, independent woman with an adventurous streak - is
sung to perfection by Cecilia Bartoli” (The New York Times).
In the staging, which plays with preconceived notions regarding clashing cultures,
Mustafa is no longer an Ottoman king but instead a kind of local gangster who
smuggles electronics at the port of modern-day Algiers. Tenor Edgardo Rocha is
outstanding as Lindoro, Isabella’s lover, rising without effort to a flowing and moving
performance. Rebeca Olvera sings the role of Elvira, who finally regains her
husband’s favour, with ease and beauty, while José Coca Loza is impressive in the
role of Haly with his short aria in praise of Italian women. With Alessandro Corbelli as
a clumsy Taddeo, laughter is guaranteed.
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